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I. Introduction and Qualifications 1 

Q. Please state your name and business address. 2 

A. My name is Stephanie A. Briggs, and my business address is 280 Melrose Street, 3 

Providence, Rhode Island 02907. 4 

5 

Q. By whom are you employed and in what capacity? 6 

A. I am employed by PPL Services Corporation (“Services Corporation”) as a Senior 7 

Manager of Revenue and Rates.  The Services Corporation provides administrative, 8 

management, and support services to PPL Corporation (“PPL”) and its subsidiary 9 

companies, including The Narragansett Electric Company (the “Company”).  My current 10 

duties include responsibility for revenue requirement and rates calculations for the 11 

Company. 12 

13 

Q. Could you please describe your educational background and professional 14 

experience?15 

A. In 2000, I received a Bachelor of Arts degree in Accounting from Bryant College.  In 16 

2004, I joined National Grid USA Service Company, Inc. (“NGSC”) as a Senior Analyst 17 

in the Accounting Department.  In this position, I was responsible for supporting the 18 

books and records of one of National Grid USA’s (“National Grid”) New York affiliates.  19 

In 2009, I joined NGSC’s Regulatory Accounting Group.  In 2011, I was promoted to 20 

Lead Specialist for Revenue Requirements supporting New York.  In 2017, I was 21 

promoted to Director of Revenue Requirements for New York.  In July 2020, I became 22 
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Director of Revenue Requirements for New England.  On May 25, 2022, PPL Rhode 1 

Island Holdings, LLC, a wholly owned indirect subsidiary of PPL, acquired 100 percent 2 

of the outstanding shares of common stock of the Company from National Grid at which 3 

time I began working in my current position. 4 

5 

Q. Have you previously testified before the Public Utilities Commission 6 

(“Commission”) or any other regulatory commission? 7 

A. Yes.  I provided pre-filed direct testimony in numerous dockets, including the Company’s 8 

2022 Annual Retail Rate Filing, Docket No. 5234; the Company’s 2021 Performance 9 

Incentive Mechanism Factor Filing, as part of Docket No. 4770; the Fiscal Year 2022 10 

Electric Infrastructure, Safety, and Reliability Plan Annual Reconciliation Filing, Docket 11 

No. 5098; the Company’s 2022 Distribution Adjustment Charge Filing, Docket No. 22-12 

13-NG; the Company’s Advanced Metering Functionality Business Case, Docket No. 22-13 

49-EL; and most recently in the Company’s Fiscal Year 2024 Electric Infrastructure, 14 

Safety, and Reliability Plan, Docket No. 22-53-EL.  I also have testified before the 15 

Massachusetts Department of Public Utilities and New York Public Service Commission 16 

on behalf of the Company’s former affiliates as a revenue requirement witness in various 17 

proceedings. 18 

19 

Q. Are you familiar with the Aquidneck Island Gas Reliability Project (the “Project”)? 20 

A.   Yes. 21 

22 
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II. Purpose of Testimony 1 

Q. What is the scope of your testimony in this proceeding?  2 

A. This testimony explains the cost recovery mechanisms and estimated bill impacts, to the 3 

extent calculable, for the Project and for any technically feasible alternatives to the 4 

Project that address the need identified in the pre-filed direct testimony of Company 5 

Witnesses Julie M. Porcaro and Jeffrey A. Montigny. 6 

7 

Q. Are you familiar with the Application and Siting Report dated April 2022 (“Siting 8 

Report”) that were submitted to the Rhode Island Energy Facility Siting Board? 9 

A. Yes.   10 

11 

Q. Are you familiar with the need and alternative analysis provided in the Siting 12 

Report and in the pre-filed direct testimony filed by Company Witnesses Porcaro 13 

and Montigny? 14 

A. Yes. 15 

16 

III. Description of Cost Recovery Mechanisms 17 

Q. How has the Company recovered the cost of setup and mobilization of its mobile 18 

liquefied natural gas (“LNG”) operations at Old Mill Lane since the winter 2019-19 

2020? 20 

A. The Company has recovered the cost of setup and mobilization of its mobile LNG 21 

operations at Old Mill Lane through the Gas Cost Recovery (“GCR”) mechanism since 22 
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the winter 2019-2020.  In the Company’s 2022 GCR filing, considered by the 1 

Commission in Docket No. 22-20-NG, the forecasted cost of equipment rental, LNG 2 

trucking, and other expenses of operations at Old Mill Lane, exclusive of commodity 3 

costs, was $1.35 million. 4 

 5 

Q. Is the recovery method linked to, or dependent upon, whether the Project is needed 6 

to support a capacity vulnerability versus a capacity constraint? 7 

A.  No.  At this time, the contracted services and commodity costs are recovered through the 8 

GCR regardless of the reason for the deployment of portable LNG equipment at Old Mill 9 

Lane. 10 

11 

Q. Is the cost recovery mechanism for the proposed site work associated with the 12 

Project different than the cost recovery mechanism for the equipment, LNG fuel, 13 

and O&M costs? 14 

A. Yes.  For visibility, the Company has included the initial spend of approximately $0.5 15 

million of proposed Project costs for site work under the section entitled “Notable Capital 16 

Projects Not Currently included in the ISR” of its Fiscal Year (“FY”) 2024 Gas 17 

Infrastructure, Safety, and Reliability (“ISR”) Plan currently pending before the 18 

Commission in Docket No. 22-54-NG and anticipates including the remaining $14.5 19 

million of proposed Project costs for site work in the actual budget proposal of FY 2025 20 

Gas ISR Plan because it is the first year that associated assets are forecast to be placed in-21 

service.  The Company proposes to recover the resulting revenue requirement through the 22 
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Gas ISR recovery mechanism once the Project is placed in service.  The estimated Project 1 

costs that are included in the Company’s FY 2024 Gas ISR Plan are not factored into the 2 

FY 2024 Gas ISR Plan revenue requirement because the Company has yet to obtain the 3 

necessary approvals to proceed with construction and place the Project into service.  The 4 

Company presently anticipates that the Project would be placed into service in FY 2025 if 5 

it obtains all necessary approvals.  The Company proposes to recover the costs for the site 6 

work through the Gas ISR factor until the Company’s next general base rate case, at 7 

which time the capital investments placed in service would be included in rate base and 8 

recovered through base distribution rates. 9 

10 

Q. Are the cost recovery mechanism and associated bill impacts dependent upon the 11 

estimated useful life of the Project? 12 

A. No.  Estimated useful lives of capital investments do not determine the cost recovery 13 

mechanism that would be used for the Project.  The resulting bill impacts, however, may 14 

be dependent on the estimated useful life that is used in the cost recovery mechanism. 15 

16 

Q. Is the Company planning to change the cost recovery methodology for the current 17 

costs of the equipment, LNG fuel, and O&M costs that will continue until the 18 

Project is placed in service?  19 

A. No. 20 

21 
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Q. Will the proposed purchase of LNG storage tanks and vaporizers for the Project 1 

change the mechanism through which the Company recovers the cost of mobile 2 

LNG operations at Old Mill Lane?  3 

A. Yes.  If the Company purchases LNG equipment as proposed, the capital cost of the 4 

equipment purchased would be included for cost recovery in the annual Gas ISR factor 5 

when the purchased equipment is placed into service.  The future rental equipment costs 6 

that would be avoided by the purchase of the equipment would result in a reduction of 7 

costs that would otherwise be considered a gas cost recovered through the GCR.  For 8 

other costs of mobile LNG operations at Old Mill Lane that are not impacted by the 9 

purchase of LNG equipment, such as commodity costs and LNG trucking, the Company 10 

proposes to continue to recover those costs in the same mechanism that is currently used. 11 

12 

Q. Are you aware of a technically feasible alternative to the Project? 13 

A. No.  Based on the Siting Report and the pre-filed direct testimony provided by Company 14 

Witnesses Porcaro and Montigny in this proceeding, it is my understanding that there are 15 

no technically feasible alternatives to the Project to address the capacity vulnerability 16 

aside from construction of transmission pipeline infrastructure that Algonquin Gas 17 

Transmission does not intend to undertake.  This is due to Old Mill Lane allowing for 18 

higher vaporization rates then the other alternatives summarized in the Siting Report. 19 

20 
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Q. Using the most recently proposed model and assumptions from the FY 2024 Gas 1 

ISR Plan, what would be the estimated annual revenue requirement and bill impact 2 

resulting from the construction of the Project? 3 

A.  Although it is not anticipated that the Project would be placed into service in FY 2024, 4 

for illustrative purposes, the estimated $15 million in costs for construction of the Project 5 

would result in an annual revenue requirement of $1.4 million for the first full year after 6 

the Project is placed in service.  Using the model employed in the FY 2024 Gas ISR Plan, 7 

for an average residential heating customer using 845 therms per year, this would result 8 

in an estimated annual bill impact of $7.22, or 0.4 percent. 9 

10 

IV. Conclusion 11 

Q.  Does this complete your testimony? 12 

A. Yes, it does.  13 


